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July 23, 2004
RE: Northwatch Questionnaire – Nuclear Waste and Northern Ontario
Attached please find the response of the New Democratic Party to your 2004 Election Survey.  It is the policy of our party to respond to surveys on behalf of all New Democratic candidates.   

Thank you for your interest in the views of the New Democratic Party on the critical issues facing Canadians.  

We appreciate your efforts to help voters make an informed decision on voting day. 

Sincerely,
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Jack Layton

Leader of today’s NDP  

NORTH WATCH 

Nuclear fuel waste is the used uranium fuel from nuclear reactors. It consists of hundreds of different by-products, including very hazardous radioactive substances which must be isolated for millions of years.  Even low doses of radiation emitted by the waste can cause cancer and other health problems. If the wastes leak into the environment, the radioactive elements will circulate through the soil, water and air, causing widespread contamination.

A proposal dating back to 1977 to bury nuclear fuel waste in the Canadian Shield (ie northern Ontario) is now being studied by the Nuclear Waste Management Organization, which is comprised of the nuclear industries who produce the waste, namely Ontario Power Generation,

Hydro Quebec, and New Brunswick Power. The Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO) was created through the Nuclear Waste Fuel Act, an act of federal parliament which came into effect November 15, 2002. The NWMO has 3 years to study 3 options for the

long term management of nuclear fuel waste. The three options are: geological disposal, or burial in the Canadian Shield; centralized storage, either above or below ground; or continued storage at the reactor sites in specialized containers.

Atomic Energy of Canada Limited’s “geological disposal concept” was the subject of a 10 year federal environmental review. 

1 The Review Panel concluded in 1998 that further research was required and identified numerous technical and scientific flaws with the AECL proposal. The Panel concluded that the notion of burying nuclear waste in the Canadian Shield had not been demonstrated to be either safe or acceptable.

Do you support a full environmental assessment on each and any option being considered for the long term management of nuclear waste prior to a final decision being made?

  YES:

2 Each fuel bundle from a nuclear power reactor weighs about 24 kilograms, and at the end of 2002 there were 1.7 million fuel bundles at Canadian nuclear facilities (about 40,000 metric tonnes). Without an early nuclear phase-out, an additional 2 million fuel bundles

(about 45,000 metric tonnes) will be produced.

Given the long term hazards and costs associated with the perpetual management of nuclear waste, do you support a reduction of waste at source through a phase-out of nuclear power?

YES
3  Moving nuclear fuel waste from its current location (at the reactor sites) to a new facility will impose a wide set of risks upon the communities along the transportation route and within environmental range of any nuclear waste facility or repository (eg. within the

same watershed, or airshed, or wildlife range)

Do you support a community affected by a proposal for transportation or siting of a nuclear waste repository being given a meaningful role in decisions about a repository or route proposed near them?

YES
4
As currently written, the Nuclear Fuel Waste Act requires that the Nuclear Waste Management Organization report only to the federal  Minister of Natural Resources, and that Minister will select the “preferred option” after taking into account the recommendations of the

Nuclear Waste Management Organization. Annual reports are provided to Parliament, but Members of Parliament have no identified role in making this important decision.

Do you support there being a full debate in Parliament and a free vote prior to the Government of Canada making its final decision on a “preferred” option for the long-term management of nuclear fuel waste?

YES:
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